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Horizon House Converts to Steam Heat  
A Sustainable and Cost-Saving Energy Solution  
 
(Seattle) Downtown Seattle retirement community Horizon House has recently completed its 
conversion from gas to steam heat. The new system was developed with the help of 
partners Enwave Seattle (formerly Seattle Steam) and University Mechanical Contractors, 
Inc. Steam energy will now serve the needs of almost 600 residents and one million square 
feet of building space, including all hot water and heating for the two major towers within the 
Horizon House complex.   

Prior to the conversion, Horizon House depended on two aging gas-heated boilers, both 
over 60 years old. When the time came to either replace the boilers or find alternate heating 
solutions, a simple remedy presented itself. Steam energy produced at a centralized plant 
by Enwave Seattle and distributed by underground lines to neighboring buildings was 
located directly under the street in front of Horizon House and right next to its basement 
boilers. In partnership with Enwave Seattle and University Mechanical Contractors, Horizon 
House developed a design that not only proved to be cost-effective, but completely 
eliminated the need for gas, with the exception of the kitchen.  

Nationally known among Continuing Care Retirement Communities as a leader in 
sustainability—and for its core values of stewardship and innovation—Horizon House’s gas 
to steam conversion has reduced its total carbon footprint by over 60%.  

Horizon House, founded in 1961, is a dynamic, nonprofit retirement community dedicated to 
dignified aging, life fulfillment, and service to the broader community. For more information, 
please visit www.horizonhouse.org. 
 
Enwave Seattle, founded in 1893 as Seattle Steam, is a privately owned utility that provides 
clean, sustainable district heat to approximately 200 buildings in Seattle’s Central Business 
District and First Hill neighborhoods. The company produces thermal energy from five 
boilers located in two plants in downtown Seattle. For more information, please visit 
www.enwaveseattle.com. 
 
University Mechanical Contractors, Inc., is one of the most experienced full-service 
mechanical contracting firms in the nation. Since 1920, they have provided clients in the 
Puget Sound region more sustainable building environments, reduced energy and 
operational costs, and a deep commitment to innovation. For more information, please visit  

www.umci.com. 
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